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Become a Friend of the Moore Memorial Public Library
Friends Membership Form
Please return this form, along with your payment, to Friends of
Moore Memorial PL, 1701 9th Avenue North, Texas City, TX 77590.
Thank you for supporting the library.

The Friends’ dues for calendar year 2018 (Jan. 1,
2018 through Dec. 31, 2018) are the following:

Name_____________________________________________

Individual ($10) ___
Family ($25) ___
Senior Citizen 60+($5) ___

Address___________________________________________

Student ($5) ___
Sustaining ($50) ___

City/State Zip_______________________________________

Valued Friend ($100) ___
Life Member ($1,000) ____

Phone_____________________________________________

@moorepubliclibrary

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
2018 LIBRARY
PROGRAMS

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Please make checks payable to Friends of MMPL.

rom January 1st to
February 14th, the
library will run the
“Read to Feed” program — an effort to
raise money for the
Galveston County Food
Bank. An anonymous donor
has graciously agreed to
donate $1.00 for every hour
read for the duration of the
program.
Participation is open to all Moore Memorial Public Library card holders of all ages.
Pick up your Read to Feed reading logs at the
library or download it from the library’s website:

If you would like to receive this newsletter electronically
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www.texascity-library.org. With
this log, participants will
record their time read
and the date, then return their reading log(s)
to the library to have
their time added to the
grand total. Young readers
can count 4 “read-to-me”
books towards one hour of reading. All reading materials count towards your reading time, including audiobooks and magazines.
If you have any questions about the program, please call the Reference Desk at
(409) 643-5977.

CYBER CRIME COMMUNITY AWARENESS

yber
crime
affects everyone from bankers
and corporations,
to small businesses
and individual citizens. Technological
advancement has added great conveniences to our daily life, but it has
also allowed criminals to reach victims in new ways. Remaining vigilant about your online life can keep
you safe. On Thursday, January
18th at 1:30 PM, visit the library to
learn about trends in cyber crime,

which range from
credit card fraud
and identity theft
to romance and
real estate scams.
This program is
presented by an
officer from the Texas City Police
Department with an advanced certification in computer and mobile
forensics from the United States
Secret Service.
If you have questions about this
free program, please call the Reference Desk at (409) 643-5977.
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2018 LIBRARY PROGRAMS
All library programs are FREE to attend. All programs will be held in the Library Meeting Room.

E

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY ANNUAL MEETING

very year the Friends of Moore Memorial
Public Library host an annual meeting for all Friends group members and
interested community members.
Library Director Beth Ryker Steiner
will deliver a “State of the Library”
address, and Mayor Matt Doyle will
talk about the “State of Texas City”.
Local residents are invited to attend
this meeting to learn about the current
state of both the library and the city, ask
questions and find out what to expect in the year to

come. The meeting will be held on Monday,
January 8th at 6:30 PM in the Holland
Meeting Room at the library. During
the meeting the Friends will elect officers and discuss business. The
Friends group raises funds for the
library to assist with additional library
purchases. The Friends have helped
buy benches, shelving, LEGO Mindstorms robots, large print books for senior
living centers, and much more. Refreshments will
be served.

Cyber Crime Community Awareness — Learn about trends in cyber crime, ranging from credit card fraud and identity theft to romance and real estate scams.
This program will be presented by an officer from the Texas City Police Department with an advanced certification in computer and mobile forensics from the
United States Secret Service.
When: Thursday, January 18th at 1:30 PM
Uncover Your Family Tree — Did you know you can uncover your family history with
your library card? The library provides free access to both Ancestry and HeritageQuest
databases. The Local History Librarian will lead an hour-long overview on how to
search for records and save what you find in both databases. The first ten patrons to
arrive will have access to laptops.
When: Friday, February 9th at 10 AM
Campbell’s Bayou: Excavation and Reburial — Local Historian Melodey M. Hauch will present a program on
the excavation of remains from Texas City’s Campbell’s Bayou Cemetery and their reburial in Webster’s
Forest Park Cemetery. A short history of James and Mary Campbell who settled at Swan Lake around 1838
will be included.
When: Tuesday, February 20th at 2 PM
Limitless Possibilities: Library Databases — The library subscribes to online
databases to provide you with opportunities to enhance your entertainment
and learning. From Chilton’s Online Auto Repair to Kanopy, an on-demand
streaming video service, the library’s databases are an opportunity for you to
enhance your lifestyle. Our Reference Librarian will introduce you to the
limitless possibilities that await you on the library’s website.
When: Monday, March 5th at 1:30 PM

MOORE TIMES

A

Page 7

WE NEED VOLUNTEENS!

ttention teens (ages 1318) : now’s your chance
to pitch in and help the library
run more smoothly. Apply to
be a volunteer at the library
and help prepare materials for
programs and keep the library
neat and organized. As volunteers, teens can earn service
credits for college applications, fulfill service organization requirements, such as
those required by the National Honor Society, and even
add their time at the library to their first resume.

M

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

arch is Women’s History Month. The celebration dates back to 1981 when
then President Ronald
Reagan approved a request
by Congress to proclaim the
week beginning March 7,
1982 as “Women’s History
Week”. From that point, annual proclamations by subsequent presidents have been
approved designating March
as “Women’s History Month”.
his March, we invite you
to learn more about a
local suffragette and civic activist, Mrs. Helen Edmunds
Moore. Mrs. Moore formed
the Texas City Civic Club in 1914 and opened a
reading room in the Southern Hotel — the very first
library in Texas City.

T

Once applications are submitted, teens will be contacted by
our Volunteer Coordinator to
schedule a mandatory volunteer orientation. After attending the orientation, our new
VolunTeens can sign up for
specific volunteer hours!
Applications are available at
the library Reference Desk.
Unfortunately, volunteering
with the library cannot be
used for court-ordered community service. If you have
questions about volunteering, please call Cheryl, the
Reference Librarian, at (409) 643-5974.

M

rs. Moore was also passionate about women’s
suffrage issues and held the
office of President of the Texas League of Women Voters
from December 1923 to April
1925. Following this appointment, Mrs. Moore served
three terms in the Texas
House of Representatives on
the appropriations committee
where she successfully
secured funding for disadvantaged citizens. During her first
term, she was one of only two
women in the House.
To learn more about Mrs.
Moore, visit our Helen
Edmunds Moore online exhibit at:
http://texascity-library.org/HMooreExhibit/
HelenMoore.htm.
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WINTER/SPRING 2018 COMPUTER CLASSES
For more information about children’s programming call the Children’s Department at (409) 643-5983 or 643-5966.

E

BOOKS COME ALIVE WITH TUMBLEBOOKS LIBRARY!

xciting
news!
The library now
has a subscription
to TumbleBooks Library. TumbleBooks
are animated, talking picture books
that teach kids the
joy of reading in a
format they’ll love.
TumbleBooks are created by taking existing picture
books, then adding animation, sound, music and
narration to produce electronic picture books that
you can read, or have read to you. TumbleBooks can
be accessed on a variety of devices including your
computer, laptop, smart phone or tablet so you can
enjoy TumbleBooks at home or on the move.
TumbleBooks also include a collection of early chapter books and non-fiction books, short National Geographic videos on a variety of topics, and books in

French and Spanish.
There are also puzzles, games, and
quizzes available with
some of the books.
Take the time to
check out this great
new resource!
To access TumbleBooks, you will need
to visit the library webpage (http://www.texascitylibrary.org/). After clicking on the Electronic Databases tab on the homepage, click on the Kids &
Teens category, and then choose TumbleBooks. If
you are using a smart phone or tablet, it should display using TumbleMobile. There is a help section on
the TumbleBooks webpage, but if you need assistance please visit the Children’s Department or call
us at 409-643-5983.

NEW STORYTIME RUG AND DATES!
New Rug for Storytime!
Storytime just got brighter with a
beautiful new rainbow rug for use in
children’s programming. Thanks to the
generosity of the Friends of the Library,
we were able to purchase a rug for our
youngest patrons to use and enjoy
during our toddler and preschool story
times. This is just one of the many
ways the Friends help support the
mission of Moore Memorial Public
Library.
Children’s Programs
Weekly children’s programs begin January 2nd and
will continue until May 23rd. During the school year,
the library provides two programs designed to help

children learn those important preliteracy skills. Toddlerific Storytime is
for children ages 1-3 and takes place
on Tuesdays. Every week, toddlers
enjoy stories, music and rhymes,
followed by bubbles and play time.
Preschool Storytime for ages 3-5 is on
Wednesdays. Preschool Storytime
includes stories and songs, as well as
a different fun and educational activity
or craft each week. Both Storytimes
begin at 10 AM in the Walter Holland
Meeting Room. Programs are free and
open to the public with no ticket or registration required. Due to space limitations, day care groups
cannot usually be accommodated.

I

mprove your computer skills this year by attending one of our basic computer classes.
Learn to use the mouse, get started with email, start searching the Internet, learn to use

Microsoft Word and Microsoft Excel, and create and save files using Windows 10. You’ll
learn foundational skills you’ll need to begin using the computer. To attend, sign-up in
advance of the class and follow the procedures below.
Date

Pre-Test

Subject

Thursday, January 11

9:30-10 AM

Basic Mouse

Friday, January 12

9:30-10 AM

Basic Computers — the keyboard, terminology

Thursday, January 18

9:30-10 AM

Basic Word

Thursday, January 25

9:30-10 AM

Basic Internet

Friday, January 26

9:30-10 AM

Basic Windows 10: files & saving

Thursday, February 1

9:30-10 AM

Setting Up an Email Account

Friday, February 2

9:30-10 AM

Basic Email (must already have an account)

Thursday, April 5

9:30-10 AM

Basic Word

Friday, April 6

9:30-10 AM

Basic Internet

Thursday, April 12

9:30-10 AM

Setting Up an Email Account

Friday, April 13

9:30-10 AM

Basic Email

Thursday, April 19

9:30-10 AM

Basic Excel

Sign-up Procedure: Registration for each computer class opens one week prior to the scheduled class
date, and remains open until 3 days prior. Register in person at the Reference Desk or by phone at (409) 643
-5977. Space is limited, so please call to cancel 24 hours prior to the class if you’re unable to attend. If you
miss 2 sessions without cancelling 24 hours in advance, your future attendance will be limited. Arrive between 9:30-10 AM to complete the mandatory pre-test designed to evaluate your skill set.
NEWS BRIEFS
LIBRARY HOLIDAY CLOSINGS: The library will be closed on the following dates:
New Year’s Day: The library will be closed Monday, January 1st. We will re-open Tuesday, January 2nd at
9 AM.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day: The library will be closed Monday, January 15th. We will re-open Tuesday,
January 16th at 9 AM.
Easter: The library will be closed Friday, March 30th-Sunday, April 1st. We will re-open Monday, April 2nd at 9 AM.
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LIBRARY OUTREACH: SERVING SENIORS

s part of Moore Memorial Public Library’s dedication to serving the entire
Texas City community, we
continue to present monthly
programs at local residential facilities for seniors.
Each month two of our librarians, Cheryl and Carol,
visit five facilities, as well as
the Senior Center program
at the Nessler Center. The
goal of our program is to

PREPARE FOR TAX DAY: APRIL 17
provide entertainment, information, and mental stimulation for our patrons who
can’t physically visit us. The
programs cover a variety of
subjects, chosen to engage
seniors on topics of interest,
triggering both memories
and conversation. If you
would like more information
about this program, please
call Cheryl at 409-6435974.

NEW DATABASES: KANOPY AND ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA

T

he library is happy to announce the arrival of two
new FREE subscription databases just in time
for the new year. Library card holders can access
Kanopy and Encyclopedia Britannica online at the
library or from the comfort of home through the
library’s website: www.texascity-library.org/.

Kanopy is an on-demand streaming video service for
public libraries that provides access to over 8,000
films and documentaries. The service offers independent and foreign films in a range of genres, including drama, comedy, horror, and romance. It also
includes a large collection of instructional videos related to cooking and nutrition, travel and tourism,
hair and beauty, and much more. Kanopy also offers
documentaries and films related to specific subjects
and disciplines, such as African, Latin American, and
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Middle Eastern Studies. There is a limit of 15 movies
a month per library card.

Encyclopedia Britannica is an interactive encyclopedia that provides three avenues for obtaining authoritative information on a range of topics. The Children’s Section provides quick access to articles, the
world atlas, media, biographies and much more.
Young adults have their own section too and can
search for information pertinent to their grade and
reading level. The Reference Center provides information on major news and current events, in addition to a wide range of topics.
If you have questions about either database, or need
help accessing them, visit the Reference Desk, or
call us directly at (409) 643-5977.

T

he deadline for
filing individual
tax returns is Tuesday, April 17. The
IRS website, https://
www.irs.gov/,is
where you will find
forms, instructions,
and answers to
common tax questions and problems.
This website was
redesigned in September and it is very
simple to use.
o find the forms and/or instructions you need, just
click on the box on the website’s homepage titled
“Search Forms and Instructions”. Clicking on that box will
take you to the screen where you can search for the form
you need. Selecting the correct form will bring up a printable version. Forms are available for both the current tax
year and prior years. Also on the website’s homepage is a
box containing the words “Get Answers to Tax Questions”.
Clicking on this link takes you to the “Interactive Tax Assistant” where you can find answers to commonly asked
questions, or use the search box to find assistance with
other issues.

T

T

T

he IRS website
offers a free
electronic filing (or efile) option through
IRS Free File; the link
for this service is on
the homepage. If you
are filing a simple
1040EZ or 1040A
tax return, both Turbo Tax (https://
turbotax.intuit.com/)
and TaxAct (https://
www.taxact.com/ )
offer a free edition of their software. H&R Block also offers free tax preparation services at https://
www.hrblock.com/. More complicated returns will incur a
fee. These websites require you to have an email address
in order to create a free account. Explore your options
early so that you will be ready to file your taxes before
April 17.
ibrary staff are ready to help patrons find and print
forms, publications, or instructions from the IRS website. Please bring the number of the form, publication, or
instructions you need to the Reference Desk at the library. Printing charges are $.10 per page for all black
and white printing.

L

LAST CALL FOR ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS

he Veterans Oral History
Project is accepting applications from Galveston County
veterans of the Korean and
Vietnam eras through March
1st, 2018. The project welcomes veterans who served in
any branch of the military between 1950-1975. Brief applications are available at the Reference Desk. Once submitted,
veterans are contacted by the
Local History Librarian to schedule an interview date. Topics covered in the interviews
include: early life and childhood, early days of service,

military service, and returning
home. However, no experience
is the same and interviews are
tailored to fit the veteran’s experience.
All interviews are digital video
recordings and will be used in
an online exhibit by the library,
added to our local history collection, and also submitted to the
Veterans History Project at the
Library of Congress in Washington, D.C.
If you have any questions about the Project, please call
our Local History Librarian, Paloma, at (409) 949-3007.

